
Following the arrest of robbers  
Tsvetanov to name police operations after judges who release criminal offenders  
 
PM Boyko Borissov: “I’ve arrested half of this group myself.’’  
 
2 July 2011  

The police arrested ten bank robbers in an operation called “The Protected” on Thursday night. The 

gangsters targeted a DSK Bank office on “Alexander Batenberg” square where, according to police 

estimates, over BGN 1 mln were kept. The group arrived on the spot around 23.00 and tried to shield 

the security system but something disturbed them and they fled. Having returned at about 00.10, the 

group began to remove the security cameras from the building.  

After 00.30, the gang, which had been under police surveillance for a month, left again. Following a 

night chase, the police arrested 10 people: Misho aka Crooked, Sasho aka Kyustendiletsat, Niki aka 

Suitcase, Lyubo aka Dresser, Vasko Z., Ilian aka Bloodhound, Ivan T., Pesho aka Thief, Kalin V. and 

Stoyan aka Brainy,  

As reported by the police, these are well-known Sofia criminals, who have been detained for other 

robberies, only to be released later by the court. This is why the operation was codenamed “The 

Protected”.  

Summarizing the results of the operation, Tsvetanov threatened to name future MoI operations after 

judges who have previously released the criminals on bail.  

"I want to thank my great friend Lazar Gruev for the constructive dialogue we have in the media. I 

thank him for calling on judges to be more transparent and come out to explain or report to the press 

on how and in what way they take such decisions by their inner conviction,” Tsvetanov stated.  

In the scandal involving the appointment of Tsvetanov’s family friend, Vladimira Yaneva, as head of 

Sofia City court, Lazar Gruev, chairman of the Supreme Court of Cassation, voiced his support for 

those members of the Supreme Judicial Council who left the meeting in protest. Only a week after 

Yaneva’s appointment, two Council members resigned on account of the outrageous staffing policy.  

"It is extremely important for us to back his initiative up, so in the future, whenever we deal with such 

individuals, we’ll name our operations after judges who have varied their bail because of the serious 

diseases for which the offenders were medically certified. This would be the only way to take on board 

Lazar Gruev’s recommendations for transparency in the judicial system. Because don’t make me tell 

you how hard my colleagues had to work to make sure this group got arrested, and part of it even for a 

second time. These are, in fact, several groups, who have now come together to commit a criminal 

offence as a result of which they would have obtained a large amount of money, and in this way cause 

damage to the bank and its depositors, as well as to the whole country which would get fingers 

pointing at it as yet another disappointment for the European community. We will certainly keep on 

working as we have so far, and will not allow the judiciary to ridicule the efforts of these officers,” 

Tsvetanov commented. 



Prime Minister Boyko Borissov commended the police force on the successful operation. “This was 

very well done. I, too, was kept informed from the very beginning. Actually, I’ve arrested previously 

part of this group myself,” he stated. He said it was high time that these individuals got convicted. "It 

really is high time because these individuals keep robbing ordinary citizens of their property, and they 

do this all the time. It’s time that they stop playing with it, get sentenced, and to really long terms. It 

has become plain obvious that the bails they get and the soft sentences enable them to come together 

and strike again time after time. I believe that this time the actions of my MoI colleagues were also 

filmed. I don’t want to interfere in the process, and I’m quite explicit about it, but you can’t just rob and 

rob, and rob, and still be out there at liberty,” Borissov commented.  

Tsvetanov believes that the judges who varied the robbers’ measures “yesterday most probably were 

somewhere eating, and drinking, and enjoying themselves, while police officers had to lie in ambush 

all night long to catch the same individuals who were arrested years ago.”  

"This is taxpayers’ money wasted on scoundrels, fraudsters, thieves, criminals and the like affecting 

the image of each and every one of us whenever we travel to EU countries,” he added.  

"Let the judge who released these individuals on bail come out. Let them speak up and explain their 

reasons for doing so. I am convinced that these people individually have committed numerous crimes 

that we are presently trying to uncover. I hope that only when the law prevails and this group is sent 

where it belongs, then we will have the efficiency which both the public and Europe expect from us," 

Tsvetanov concluded.  

 

 


