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25th of October 2016 
Mrs. Ekaterina Zaharieva  

Minister of Justice 

pr@justice.government.bg 
 

Dear Minister, 

       At its meeting in October 2016, the European Association of Judges has had drawn to its attention the 

implementation of Article 195 A of the Judiciary System Act  and the requirement of this Act  for a judge to 

make a declaration to the Supreme Judicial Council of all activities including membership of a professional 

organization. 

      The EAJ would observe at the outset that the right of judges to join professional associations is an important 

one, that is designed to support  the independence of the judges and is recognized by international legal 

principles including  Article 25 of CCM/Rec 2012/12 Council of Europe and similar recommendations of the 

UN. 

    The requirement to register such membership with the Superior Council of the Judiciary  responsible for 

recommending the promotion and career development of judges has a chilling effect deterring the exercise of 

this right. 

    The new law in failing to make an exception for professional judicial associations conflicts with the aims of 

the  Council Of Europe Plan of Action for Strengthening Judicial Independence agreed  in Sofia 21 April 2016  

Action 2.1 requires steps to be taken to support and strengthen judicial organizations upholding the 

independence of the judiciary. 

    Further there is no apparent purpose in including membership of a judicial association within this law. Such 

membership is confined to judges, and involves no conflict with the judicial function in an individual case. There 

is independent of this law a general requirement for a judge to declare any interests relevant to a case he or she  

is deciding . 

    In the circumstances, the inclusion of judicial associations within the law serves no legitimate aim, undermines 

the right of association and is inconsistent with the policy so very recently agreed in Sofia of strengthening such 

associations rather than undermining them. 

     The EAJ therefore asks you to take steps to amend this law by excluding professional judicial associations 

from its ambit. 

 

José Igreja Matos 

President of the  European Association of Judges (EAJ) 
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