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PROFESSIONAL ETHICAL RULES OF  

THE BULGARIAN JUDGES  

 

Chapter I 

GOALS, SUBJECT AND FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 

 

Art.1 The present professional ethical rules of the Bulgarian judges persue the 

following goals: 
 

1. improvement of the social image of the judge; 

2. protection of the person of the judge; 

3. general direction of the behavior of the judge; 

4. consolidation of the principles of justice and impartiality  
 

to defend the independence of the Judiciary.  

 

Art.2 The rules apply towards all judges in:  
 

1. the Supreme Court of Cassation; 

2. the Supreme Court of Administration; 

3. the Appellate courts; 

4. the Military courts; 

5. the District courts; 

6. the Regional courts; 

7. the special courts under Art. 119, sub.2 of the Constitution of the Republic of 

Bulgaria.  
 

Art.З Fundamental principles of the judicial behavior  
 

(1) The judge personalizes the judicial institution and in all his actions will be guided by 
the principles of justice and impartiality.  

(2) In the courtroom every judge is a symbol of the law and justice.  

(3) The judge defends the social prestige and independence of the court. 

(4) The judge is subject only to the Constitution, the statutes and the rules of justice.  

(5) The judge observes the Rules in his/her professional and social conduct and in his/her 

personal life.  
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Chapter II  

RULES FOR PROFESSIONAL BEHAVIOR 

 

Art. 4 Professional behavior of judges 

 

(1) Impartiality and Independence 
 

 

1. The judge will observe his/her obligations thoroughly and responsibly and will be 
guided by the principles of no self-interest, independence and impartiality.   

2. The judge may not be influenced by any private interest, or any kind of political or 
social pressure.  

3. The judge will not sustain personal relations, capable of rising any reasonable doubts 

in his/her impartiality, with the parties in the cases he/she is deciding.  
 

(2) Professional Qualification 

 

1. The judge makes constant efforts to improve his/her professional qualification.  
 

2. The judge will not afford his/her professional career to be facilitated by unbecoming 
personal behavior or by the interference of others. 

 

(3) Opportuneness 
 

The judge will obey his/her professional duties in good faith and will ensure that the 
legally determined time-terms of the case proceedings and deadlines for the case 

decision announcement be properly observed.  
 

(4) Judge’s attitude towards the persons he/she is in professional relations with  
 

 

1. The judge will treat the participants in the case with tolerance, respect and politeness 
and will demand that they observe the same behavior.  

 

2. The judge owes to his/her colleagues respect and understanding and will not allow 
groundless criticism and personal assessment towards other judges’ professional 

conduct.  
 

3. In his/her cooperation with the jurors, the judge will demand that they observe the 
professional ethical rules of the judges.  

 

4. The judge will respect the dignity and the profession of the judicial clerks. 
 

5. The judge will demand that the judicial clerks be loyal to the judicial institution and 
responsible to their professional duties.  

 

6. The judge will demand that the judicial clerks do not express prejudice, neither 
partiality, whether by words or acts.  

 

7. The judge will take into consideration that his/her appearance in professional 
situations comply with the requirements of the authority of the profession.  

(5) Confidentiality  
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1. The judge will not disclose any confidential information that has come to his/her 
knowledge in relation to his/her professional performance.  
 

2. The judge will demand that the confidentiality of information rule be observed by the 
judicial clerks.  

 

 (6) Administrative Obligations 

 

1. The judge will observe his/her administrative duties responsibly, competently and 
opportunely, and without prejudice or partiality.  

 

2. Judges will cooperate with each other in the case management in court.  

 
Chapter ІІІ 

RULES FOR PERSONAL BEHAVIOR 

 

Art.5 The personal countenance of the judge is part of the social image of the 

judicial institution.  
 

(1) The judge will voluntarily accept limits in his/her personal and social status.  

(2) The judge may not allow himself/herself any kind of improper personal or social conduct.  

(3) The judge may not use the name and the authority of the court to fulfill his/her personal 

interests or any interest of persons closely related to him/her.  

(4) The judge may not accept any kind of gifts, favors or loans, either personally or through 

another person, if that may cause suspicion in his honesty. 

(5) Outside the court building, the judge may behave only in a manner that cannot possibly 

impair the positive image of the judicial institution.  

 
Chapter ІV 

RULES FOR  SOCIAL BEHAVIOR 

 

Art.6. Relations with the media and organizations of the citizens’ society  
 

(1) The judge will respect the freedom of speech and the right of the citizens to be informed.  
 

1. The judge may inform the media only of the facts of his/her activities and may not 

express preliminary legal opinions. 

2. The judge may not publicly discuss cases that are still pending before court. 

3. The judge may inform the media about the case management in court.  
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4. The judge will permit the usage of video and audio recording devices during the court 
proceedings, provided the rights of the citizens are properly taken care of.  
 

(2) The person of the judge is public. The judge will participate in social life but may not 

express any preference or prejudice towards any particular part of the society on ethnical, 

racial, sexual, ideological, religious, cultural or other grounds.  

(3) The judge may work in nongovernmental organizations with noneconomic goals, provided 

this does not conflict with the present Rules.  

(4) The judge may participate in charity associations but may not do this on behalf of the 

court.  

(5) In his/her public statements, the judge will be guided by the standards of reason and 
temperance.  

 

Art. 7 Participation in the improvement of the legal environment of the state 
 

(1) The judge will contribute to the improvement of the legal environment in the state.  

(2) The judge may express his/her opinion and to take part in discussions, related to 

legislative amendments.  

(3) The judge may read open lectures, publish papers, teach in educational institutions and 
participate in non-judicial projects,  provided that his/her conduct does not conflict with the 

Rules.  

 

 
Chapter V 

ADDITIONAL RULES 

 
 

§. 1 The rules of this Act apply to all cases in which the Judicial Power Act refer to the 

professional ethical rules of the judges.  

 
§. 2  This Act has been accepted in accordance to Art. 27, sub. 1, p.13 of the Judicial Power 

Act.  

 


